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other relatives is to impair his greater efficiency. This
may or may not operate harshly on the parents, but it is
considered that being brought up in such an atmosphere,
the parents themselves know best how to shift for them-
selves*

Accordingly, a man has only himself and his family
to look after, and the means of subsistence being always
difficult to obtain, his poor relatives are regarded with
anything but joy* As long as everybody is rich, it may be
easy to help one's poor relatives, but in the ordinary^
household each man has enough to do to support himself
and his family without having also to supply the needs
of other persons whose claim can never be so strong upon
him as that of his own wife and children*

It is true that a man ought to be grateful to his parents
for the years of care and devotion as well as education
they have bestowed on him, but in the eyes of the West,
the parents have done no more than their proper duties*
For if they were to do less, or if they were to neglect their
children, such neglect would be punishable by law* Be*
sides, when the parents bring up their children, they do
it not to glorify themselves, but to serve the interests of
the state* That is to say, a parent owes it to the state to
educate his children, so that they will develop into useful
citizens* And if he himself is too poor to give them proper
education, the state will provide them free schooling*
So it is considered that when a parent educates his children
he does no more than what the state itself will do for
them* In China, however, free education or education
by the state is still, unknown, and the children's education
is left entirely to the initiative of one's parents* Conse-^